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     This past summer, Ms. Darby Linn completed an

internship with the Monuments Men Foundation. Ms. Linn

is a graduate of the University of Colorado Boulder where

she earned dual bachelor’s degrees in art history and

strategic communications with summa cum laude honors

in art history. Since her arrival this past June, she has

assisted our senior researcher with inquiries from the

public regarding research and potentially looted cultural

objects and participated in the digitization and cataloging

of the papers of Monuments Man Roscoe DeWitt.

How far back does your interest in the Monuments Men

and the Foundation go? 

Like many people, I was first interested in the Monuments

Men after the film premiered in 2014. I was fifteen years

old, and I remember getting goosebumps while watching

the movie, especially when the Nazis burned piles of

paintings and the Allies found the trove of art treasures

hidden within the salt mines. Learning that many looted

works were still missing today and that the Monuments

Men Foundation was continuing the heroic work of the

original Monuments Men, I immediately wanted to be a

part of the cause and have ever since. When often asked

what I wanted to do when I grew up, I usually answered

with, ‘You know the Monuments Men? I want to save art

just like them.’

Why did you take an interest in the story of the

Monuments Men? 

The Monuments Men personally resonate with me

because, in a way, they represent a blend of my own life. I

grew up in a military family with a father who loves

collecting military artifacts, meeting and honoring other

veterans, and ingraining an appreciation for military

history within his children. The Army had stationed my

family to Germany for five years, where I learned to speak

German and was able to see many historic WWII sites

firsthand. Throughout the thirteen moves across the U.S.

and Germany, art also played an important role for me as a

form of therapy. When I learned about Hitler wanting to

steal the world’s greatest artworks for himself and to

dictate what good art was, it really resonated with me.

Knowing that so many great artworks are still missing

symbolizes that the Nazis still have a hold over their

surviving victims, and I wanted to help bring an end to

that.

Why did you want to intern with the Foundation? 

The Monuments Men Foundation seemed like a dream

come true for me. I never could have imagined meeting

other people like me who enjoyed talking about WWII and

art all day, and who were also determined to use those

things to make a difference in the world. The Foundation
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is well connected with art institutions around the globe

and publicly recognized for its efforts, so being a part of a

professional team of experts who handle real cases seemed

like an exciting opportunity. After I conducted

independent research on missing artworks in Berlin last

summer, I knew that art theft recovery was my calling,

and I wanted to take the next step forward towards making

it my career. The original Monuments Men not only loved

art, but they also wanted to ensure its survival for the

future, and I hope to pick up where they left off as the next

generation of Monuments Men.

What did you do as an intern? 

As an intern, I had a wide range of responsibilities. I

organized the numerous art leads, answered phones and

took down information for cases, created spreadsheets,

scanned and digitized archival materials from the

Monuments Men, conducted 

research, and helped create 

content for social media posts.

I also contributed to the 

brainstorming process behind

bigger projects, such as the 

Foundation’s newsletter.

How was your experience? 

There was always interesting 

work to be done, and I had the privilege of working

alongside wonderful people who are passionate about their

jobs, and who were willing to answer my infinite

questions throughout the learning process. I was able to

take on tasks that fell outside of my job description, which

deepened my understanding of the Foundation and art

theft recovery in general. I enjoyed coming into work each

day and feeling fulfilled that I was helping someone try to

recover something lost.

How important is the Foundation’s work in today’s

world and why?

It is hard to believe it has been 75 years since the end of

WWII. While there are not many veterans or Holocaust

survivors left, there are still some alive, proving that these

historic events did not happen so long ago. While the rest

of the world has seemingly moved on, organizations like

the Monuments Men Foundation keep the spirit of these

veterans and victims alive. Time is running out to help

those who were directly impacted by the war, yet there are

many open cases still needing to be investigated. Much

can be learned from history, and if we choose to ignore its

lessons, are we not doomed to repeat it?

In your opinion, what is the most interesting aspect of

the Foundation?

I would have to say researching art leads is the most

interesting aspect because I love exploring what is not yet

known. I feel as though I get to be a real detective and

piece together a mystery where I may have many or hardly

any clues.

   In your short time with the

   Foundation, what do you see

   as the most compelling reason

   why people should support its

   efforts? 

................

So long as there 
are artworks

missing...there is a reason
to keep searching.
Darby Linn, Summer Intern

The team behind the

Foundation not only focuses on

recovering looted art for art’s

sake, but they also strive to

honor the brave men and

womenwomen who served and are serving in the military, to help

reconcile victims of Nazi persecution, and to raise

awareness on the importance of preserving art and

monuments as reflections of cultures. I think everyone can

relate to the cause in some way whether you are an art

lover or history fanatic, your relative was a victim,

someone you love has served in the military, or perhaps

you simply want to see social justice. People often do not

realize how prevalent the effects of Nazi looting are today,

especially in the art world. So long as there are artworks

missing, and there are thousands that still are, there is a

reason to keep searching. You do not have to be an expert

to start asking questions about the old art in your

grandmother’s attic and where it came from. You just

might strike gold.


