A Helping Hand for Homeless Cats
For Tracey Keij-Denton what began as an effort to find her lost cat evolved into a passion for
reducing the number of homeless cats in her community through TNR. She feels “it is my
responsibility now to get involved in any place I live.”
The New York City resident and her family came to Moorestown during the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic to quarantine with her parents. Their nine-month-old cat, who they had
adopted from the Burlington County Animal Shelter, came along with them.
Unfortunately, their pet slipped out of the house one night and could not be found.
Her family, especially her two preteen sons, was heartbroken. They did all the things you are
supposed to do when an animal gets lost: hung flyers, checked shelters, checked lost and found
sites, talked with neighbors, etc. “When you lose a cat, you meet people who are caring. People
reach out,” Keij-Denton said.
While searching for her cat, she learned of a feral cat colony on the grounds of a local church.
Though a caregiver was feeding them, the population was growing. She decided to get involved,
thinking:
• She would be helping cats in the community
• Maybe her kitten would wander into that community of cats and they’d find him
• If they found kittens in the course of trapping, she would foster them
Keij-Denton reached out to the Friends of the Burlington County Animal Shelter for help. The
Friends’ TNR team, especially Theresa Kopasz, provided training on trapping and cat recovery,
lent her traps, and connected her to resources such as People for Animals and Forgotten Cats.
Keij-Denton learned that coordination is critical with TNR.
Armed with this knowledge, Keij-Denton organized two trapping events at the church plus
smaller ongoing efforts. She and volunteers trapped a total of 10 cats and 4 kittens. Trapping
cats, especially kittens, and seeing them scared is emotionally hard, she found. “You need to
have the mindset that trapping a cat is actually helping them.”
Keij-Denton also learned to do overnight recovery of the cats after spay/neuter. Initially, she
transported them to the Friends’ halfway house. Subsequently, she took some into her place
and learned to safely feed the cats and clean the recovery traps. Her sons monitored traps and
helped foster three kittens, one of whom they ultimately kept. She taught them that, by fostering,
they were helping the kittens get ready for future homes and a better life.
Sadly, their lost kitten remains missing, but Keij-Denton and her family gained an appreciation
for the magnitude of the homeless cat problem and a new passion for helping solve it through
TNR and fostering.

